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time in which the misguided mob might sec its error.  And.
when Coleman Yellott, Esq., the late Senator from Baltimore
city, after advising with the Board of Police Commisniopers.
and instigated by the more prominent of the conspirators, un-
lawtully issued his ¢ Proclamation”” for an assembling of
the Legislature at Baltimore, where a large portion of
the secession element would be cougregated, I knew it was
time for me to act.  True, Tmight then have called upon the
President of the United States to quell the insurrection, but
(his would almost certainly have caused the destruction of the
city of Baltimore. 1 might have called out the militia to
endeavor to restore quiet, and indeed, [ did make an effort to
that end:  But I discovered that nearly all the officers were
in leacuewith the conspirators, and the volunteer corps of the
city and vicinity, which possessed armys, were almost entirely
in the swne category. It is true, there was a cousiderable
loyal military force in Baltimore. but it was undisciplined and
entirely unarmed.  So that it T had effectively called out the
militia, ar that time, T should have actually assisted the con-
spirators in their designs.

I concluded, theretore, after anxious deliberation, that there
was but one course left to me. I summoned the Legislature
{0 assemble af Frederick ¢ity, in the midst of a loval popula-
tion, on the 26th day of  April, believing that even the few
days thus gained would be invalnable.

By the merciful intervention ot Providence this step uc-
complished my {ull purpose.  The State could not secede and
Dloodshed was averted from our soil.

The history of that Legislature is before the country. Not
only did it fail to do its duty, as representing a loval State.
but it actually passed treasonable resolutions, and attempted
to take, unlawfully, into its hands both the purse and the
sword, whereby it might plunge us into the vortex of seces-
cion. 1t was deterred trom doing this latter, only by the
Lntnistakable threats of an aroused and indignant people.

Restricted in the duration of its sessions by nothing but
the will of the majority of its members, it mct again and
again ; squandered the peeple’s money; and made itself a
mockery before the country.  This continued until the Gen-
eral Government had ample reason to believe 1t was about to
o through the farce of enacting an ordinance ot secession;
when the treason was siummarily stopped by the dispersion of
the traitors.

Inasmuch as the Legislature in ordinary times is presum-
cd to represent the people of a State, the treasonable action
of the late Senate and House of Delegates has apparently



